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Lore o’ the Fool

Fools Guilds in History By Andy Davis

The Fool's Guild is not unique to twentieth century Los Angeles. Fool's
societies were quite common in France in the 1400's. Going by the term
Societes Joyeuses. they uere groups of young men who took on the traditional
fool's motley. eared hood. bells and baubles. They were organized as kingdoms
and each year elected a "Mere-Folle" {Mother Folly} or "Prince des Sots"™
{Prince of Fools} to rule over them.

A number of cities in France had such guilds. The Basoche in Paris was an
organization of law students and had its own administration of justice. Their
courts conducted mock trials that often satirized existing poelitical and
social issues. Later they began to do public presentations and plays =-- of a
comic and satirical nature -- and gained a reputation for their comedy
performing.

The Infanterie Dijonnaise of Dijon in Burgundy organized parades in which
c¢hariots filled with fools processed through town. stopping at various places
to perform comic scenes. Members of their order would roam the streets during
carnival season reciting satiric verses-, performing plays and dancing. They
would occasionally award a prize to the citizen who had done the most foolish
thing that year.

The Enfants-sans-Souci {"Carefree Children"}. also in Paris. was a group of
penniless creative types who were famous for their "sotties™. a satirical
morality play in which all the characters are different types of fools. Their
motto was "Numerus stultorum est infinitus™ {the number of fools is
intiniter. Some of their plays still survive.

These guilds were recognized institutions of the time. and its members were
pledged to the representaticn of the whole of society as a "great stage of
fools™.
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